
 
Friday 23rd February 

2018 

Dear Families,  

Welcome back to school!  I hope you all had a lovely half 
term break.   

School has been buzzing this week, with each class get-
ting into their new book and new topics  Please look out 
for the Parent Information Leaflets which will be availa-
ble by the end of next week.  We publish these on our 
website, and a link to where to find them is always pub-
lished on our Facebook page. 

We are trialling a new lunchtime routine for the school 
this term, please see the back of the Buzz for more in-
formation on the changes and rationale behind this.  We 
welcome your feedback on the changes to 

contactus@binsteadpri.co.uk .   

Well done to our Year 6 children who went on a trip to 
the Mary Rose Museum in Portsmouth this week.  They 
had a wonderful time seeing the history close up, and 
represented the school well.  I look forward to reading 
their writing about it, and seeing the topic work develop. 

We have exciting news that we are lucky to welcome Mrs 
Mackrill to our Teaching team.  She will be taking each 
of our classes on a rota basis on Tuesday mornings for 
‘Deep Art Mornings’.  Each class will have the opportunity 
to develop their art skills with a skilled Art teacher.  I 
am very much looking forward to sharing examples of the 
children’s work with you both in the Buzz and around 
school. 

 Star of the Week: 

EYFS: Isaac 

Year 1: Oliwier 

Year 2: Katelyn 

Year 3: Thomas 

Year 4: Olivia 

Year 5: (out on school trip) 

Year 6:  Nikita 

Binstead Child Award: 

EYFS: Molly 

Year 1:  Alfie 

Year 2: Samuel 

Year 3:  Annabelle 

Year 4: Caitlin M 

Year 5: (out on school trip) 

Year 6: Catherine 

Well done to all our award winners! 

Diary Dates: 

27.2.18 Year 6 Parents Evening 

1.3.18 World Book Day 

w/c 12.3.18  Science Week –
More information to follow 

W/C 12.3.19 Parent’s evening 
week—More details of booking to 
follow next week. 

16.3.18 Sing Up at Ryde School 

29.3.18  Last day of term 

16.4.18 First Day back after 
Easter. 

 

Attendance 
EYFS:         92.92% 

Year 1: 95.42% 

Year 2: 99.14% 

Year 3:  94.17% 

Year 4: 91.25% 

Year 5: 99.17% 

Year 6: 96.12 

 Whole School       95.43% 

Whole School Target: 97% + 



 

INSET Days 2017/18 

We have 1 remaining INSET day this 
academic year where school will be 
closed to pupils. 

Monday 23rd July 

E—Safety Tip of the Week 

Make sure your children share what they are doing online with 
you.  Don’t be in the dark! 

Children don’t always realise when they are looking at something 
unsuitable for them, checking your internet filtering settings 
and restrictions regularly can make sure nothing slips through 

 

 

Lunchtime Arrangements 

This term we are trialling a new way of running our lunchtimes for the children.  The whole school 
will have their lunch break between 12pm and 1pm.  (this is an increase of 15 minutes for Lower 
KS2 and 25 minutes for Upper KS2, no change for EYFS and KS1) 

Key Stage 1 eat lunch first in the hall, whilst KS2 have their break time outside, then as the chil-
dren in KS1 finish, KS2 come in on a rota basis (so it’s not always the older children in for lunch 
last) for their lunch. 

Rationale: 

 The wellbeing of the children, ensuring they  have long enough in the middle of the day to have lunch 
and recharge their batteries for the afternoon ahead of them – we as a school feel strongly that 
children should get the opportunity to eat and play in the middle of the day and did not feel that 35 
minutes for Upper Key stage 2 to eat and play was sufficient and was having an impact on resilience 
and concentration both in the mornings and afternoons.  There is a lot of pressure on children and we 
want to ensure the balance between work and breaks is not adding to that pressure. 

  KS2 had a longer morning than is productive (by midday they were finding it difficult to concentrate 
through till lunchtime. 

 To enable more staff to be available to support lunchtime activities and therefore make it a more 
pleasant experience all round with more activities available to do, and more staff to supervise the 
children and support. 

 Alongside our Binstead 60 Active start in the mornings, a greater variety of activity at lunchtime, 
and more opportunity for exercise will count towards their 60 minutes each day.  The benefits of 
which include greater focus in class, an increase in academic results by up to 12% and more positive 
wellbeing of the children. 

 This change bring us more in line with the other schools on the island for Upper Key Stage 2. 

 If the trial woks well, we may be able to start offering lunchtime clubs for children to widen the va-
riety of enrichment clubs we offer. 

I would like to personally apologise for not informing you of this change beforehand.  It was only finalised 
at the INSET day at the start of this week.  With hindsight, however, it would have been prudent to have 
informed you before starting. 

So far this week, whilst early days, I am pleased to report the children have been very positive about the 
changes, staff have reported than lunchtimes are a more pleasant experience for the children, with more 
choice, and teachers have commented upon the increased focus of the children in lessons, in particular in 
the afternoons. 

We welcome your feedback to contactus@binsteadpri.co.uk  

Please be assured that we will be monitoring the impact of these changes closely throughout this 
term. 

Thank you to those of you who have shared your support so far. 

 

 



Early Birds Information 

We have recently revised our safeguarding procedures for the start of the day. For security (before the 
school gates are opened and manned at 8.40am) could all Early Birds parents please bring the children to the 
front entrance of the school.  There will be a walky—talky for you to call the Early Birds staff and they will 
come through to meet you.   

In the unlikely event that either no one answers, or the walky—talky does not seem to work, please use the 
doorbell situated at the bottom of the entrance Keypad (in the Foyer). 

Binstead 60 Start 

As previously mentioned, the Binstead 60 starts next week.  We are very much looking forward to 
our active start to the day. 

The school gates will open at 8.40 and will be manned until 8.55 when they will close.  After this 
time, please bring your child to the school office and we will take them to their activity. 

There will be large black boxes for the children’s belongings labelled with your child’s class.  This 
is where they will line up at 8.45 to go to their activities. 

 

We will remind the children to take their trainers home tonight in preparation, for Wednesday 
and Friday we will send them home in their trainers and leave their school shoes here in their PE 

bags ready for the next day. 

The timetable for the two weeks is below. 

Activity Mon 26/2 Wed 28/2 Fri 2/3 Mon 5/3 Wed 7/3 Fri 9/3 

Hang Time Yr 1 Yr 6 Yr 5 Yr 4 Yr 3 Yr 2 

Dance Yr 2 Yr 1 Yr 6 Yr 5 Yr 4 Yr 3 

Bounce Yr 3 Yr 2 Yr 1 Yr 6 Yr 5 Yr 4 

Throw and 
Catch 

Yr 4 Yr 3 Yr 2 Yr 1 Yr 6 Yr 5 

Target 
strike 

Yr 5 Yr 4 Yr 3 Yr 2 Yr 1 Yr 6 

Fun Circuits Yr 6 Yr 5 Yr 4 Yr 3 Yr 2 Yr 1 



  

  

STEM Returners programme has arrived 

in Hampshire 

  

 

 

 

Have you left a career in STEM and struggled to 

return? We are currently looking for candidates 

with an engineering or technology background for 

programmes based in Hampshire.  The pro-

gramme is fully paid and includes confidence to 

return training, and mentoring workshops, fol-

lowed by a 13 week internship.  The aim is that all 

candidates going through the programme are 

offered a permanent role at the end.  This isn’t 

just work experience, but a genuine opportunity 

to restart your career! The programme is offered 

to female and male applicants with all STEM back-


