Friday 11th December
2020

Dear Families,
It has been a lovely end to the week again with everyone in their Christmas jumpers etc. Thank
you for supporting such a worthy cause. Because we have enjoyed 'Festive Fridays' so much
over the past couple of weeks, the Friends of Binstead (our PTA) have asked if we can have
one more Christmas Jumper day next Friday to raise money for them. Please see the poster
from the Friends later on in the Buzz. I know my Christmas jumper will enjoy coming out once
again to celebrate the end of term.
The children have been starting to get ready for the recording of the school play
next week. Thank you all for your support with this so we can enable you to join in with such a
lovely event at school. I cannot guarantee that with the limited equipment we have, you will be
able to hear every word, but know that we are trying our best to be able to share it with you in
the best way possible. The children and staff have been working so hard to get everything
together and practise, I know it will be fantastic and can't wait to see it.
Next week we will be full of festivities with our Christmas Dinner on Wednesday, Christmas play
recordings on Thursday and another Festive Friday to end the term.
I have been asked by parents about gifts for teachers and if they are allowed. If you want to
(and of course there is no expectation at all), gifts can be brought directly to the classroom.
Some of you may have read this week that the Government have 'allowed' schools to finish on
the 17th December. I would like to clarify that it is more complicated than at first glance, and
schools have to use or move existing INSET days to allow for it, or come back early (before the
end of December) to make up the extra days. We will be finishing on Friday 18th December
as originally planned. We do not have any spare INSET days to move, and I do not believe
such short notice of change is fair for any of our working families.
Please look out for a letter (emailed and put on Class Dojo) early next week outlining the
protocol for informing the school of any positive cases of Covid - 19 during the holidays. It will
tell you how to contact the school, and what information to give. I sincerely hope no one is
poorly over the holidays, and that I do not have to inform anyone they need to isolate, but need
to have the process outlined, just in case.

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and look forward the festivities next week will bring.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Chessell

Please Note
There is no PE next week due to the Christmas festivities.
Please can they wear school uniform all week
except Friday. See above.

A strong reminder that if anyone in your family or support bubble displays ANY of the
symptoms of Covid - 19, the whole family should isolate until either a negative test result
comes back, or after the self - isolation period as recommended by Public Health. Thank
you for your cooperation with this, it is by everyone following these national guidelines
that we will help to keep our school community safe.

Diary Dates
16.12.20 Christmas Dinner Day
18.12.20 Friends “Festive Friday”
Mufti Day
Break up
21-22.12 Inset Days

2021
4.1.21

Inset Day

5.1.21

Spring Term Starts

Mufti day last day of term
Mufti day last day of term
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Thankyou in advance for your support and Merry Christmas 😊

Thankyou in advance for your support

From The Friends

Here at Dinosaur Isle we know it’s been a year when
many children have missed out on their school trips.
We are going to be open Friday & Saturday for the 3
weekends before Christmas (4th & 5th, 11th & 12th and
18th & 19th December)
We would like to offer all primary & pre school children entry for £1 when
accompanied by a full paying adult. Just let us know the name of the school
when paying.
Due to Covid restrictions we would ask that anyone wishing to come book first
please. Email dinosaur@iow.gov.uk or message on our Facebook page.

Ryde Rotary Club invites you book a personalised call with Father Christmas live on Zoom!
Friday 11th, Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th of December 2020
Friday 18th, Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th of December 2020

Other dates and/or times may be added in the future
Some of us will not be able to spend Christmas with the people we love, perhaps left feeling isolated
and alone. Help Mountbatten give Islanders and their families the hospice care and support they need
this festive season.
From the comfort of your own home, join Father Christmas for a wonderful, personalised Zoom
meeting lasting up to 10 minutes.
This year Ryde Rotary is very excited that Father Christmas has kindly agreed to make himself available
for some very special live video meetings using Zoom with children and their families. During your personalised meeting, which will last up to 10 minutes, Father Christmas will listen as you tell him all about
your Christmas wishes and dreams and he'll give you an update on what he and the elves have been
doing to get ready for the big day
A digital certificate of the meeting for each child to keep forever.
A minimum payment of £5 is required per booking. All proceeds will be distributed equally between
Mountbatten (Hospice) Christmas collection and Ryde Rotary’s Christmas yearly giving to good causes
in the local community.
All children MUST be accompanied online by a parent, guardian or responsible adult over 18.
Click this link for details
http://thelittleboxoffice.com/ryderotary/

Ryde Merry and Bright Thursday 17 December, 5pm to 8pm
Visit Ryde after dusk to discover fantastic lantern creations and pop up entertainment on a
walking circuit of about one mile around the town.
Visit the magical Wildlife Garden in Vernon Square and the Dark Sky Learning Zone at St
Thomas’s and marvel at a collection of beautiful community made seasonal illuminations set in
surprising locations.
Some shops will be offering late night shopping and there will be seasonal refreshments at a
number of locations.
Covid-secure and social distancing rules will apply, as advertised by the Government for Tier 1.
Groups should be a maximum of six people.
Please see attached map of the event. You can start and finish at any point on the route.

Do feel free to dress up for the occasion. We do have lantern kits on sale if you would like to
make lanterns to bring to the event.
These contain materials to make two lanterns, with detailed instructions and a link to an
instruction video – all for £12.
They need to be collected from The Coaching House,13, Union Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight PO33
2ER
Tel: 01983 716095 Mob: 07710 881714
alison@thenewcarnivalcompany.com

www.thenewcarnivalcompany.com

NEXT WEEK’S MENU—changes on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Week 2

Option 1

, 14th Dec

BBQ Chicken

Sausage Roll
with Wedges

CHRISTMAS

Quorn

Vegan

Sausage

Mexican Roll
with Wedges

MUST HAVE
BEEN

Pasta

Option 2

Pasta Bake

DINNER

Macaroni
Cheese

Fish Fingers

Sweet Potato
Curry

Spanish

PRE-BOOKED

Chips

Omelette and
Chips

BY 2nd DEC

Veg

Sweetcorn

Beans

Broccoli

Dessert

Chocolate and
Beetroot

Fresh Fruit and
Yoghurt Station

Summer
Roasted
Vegetables

Baked Beans

Sponge and

Shortbread

Peas

Custard

Brownie

REMINDER. There are two remaining catch up sessions for school aged children who were
unable to receive their flu vaccination in school when the nurses visited.
The clinic dates are: Wednesday 16th Dec 09:30-17:30 at West Newport Family Centre PO30
5QT & Wednesday 6th January also at West Newport Family Centre 13:00-17:30.
As these are drop in sessions there may be a short wait to see a nurse, social distancing
measures will be in place and face masks must be worn.
Please dress warmly as you may have to wait outside.

The Mountbatten Hospice have a special hotline to Santa and can offer
personalised letters
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/letter-from-father-christmas

As you might know the Shift It project is funded by a government sustainable transport fund that
is managed by the Isle of Wight Council.
We have been asked to send out a short ‘brand awareness’ survey to parents before the
Christmas break.

Shift It Survey
It is anonymous and takes very little time to complete.

